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SEED ENGLISH

1 PETER ' JTOUS  ALL TRINGS THAT PERTAINTO LIFE AND GODLINESS,

]:3 JUGHTHEKNOWLEDGE OF HIMWHO CALLED US TO HIS OWNGLORY AND EXEELLENCE. ”

One of my favourite comedies is Bruce Almighty. There is a scene where
Bruce has just received his power from ‘god’, he walks around with swagget,
singing “I've got the power,” and he points his finger at a water hose, and
it explodes. Do you know you’ve got the power? It’s not the same power
as Bruce Almighty, but it is even better. Peter is very clear that inside every
believer lies the very divine power of God. And this power has granted us
(perfect tense) all things that pertain to life and godliness. Whatever we need
to grow as a Christian, whatever we need to be like Christ, it is already given
to us.

Most of the time, we put the power of God in the box. We limit the power
of God to our present circumstances. Maybe we’ve been dealing with the
same sin issue in our lives for years and have experienced no breakthrough.
Maybe we are disappointed in ourselves for failing again and again. Maybe
our circumstance tells you that we are hopeless. It is impossible for us to
change. But if that’s our attitude, we forgot that we have the power of God
in us. Inside every believer lies the very DNA of God! The question is not
whether we can change or not; the question is whether the power of God is
strong enough to change us or not.

Let’s say you grow up with mean and critical parents who always see you as
a disappointment. But one day, you find a dusty lock cabinet as you clean
the garage. You open the cabinet and discover paper that proves you had
been abducted as a baby. You discover that your real mom was a queen of
England, and your dad was a Nobel Prize-winning scientist. And you say to
yourself, “Of course, this explains everything. No wonder I’m so smatrt. | knew
something was wrong with my so-called parents that | live with now.”

Many times, we are like this young man. We live with our heads down,
believing that we are a disappointment and there is nothing we can do about

it. Until we discover the truth, and this truth changes everything. It tells us
that we have the power to change. Our lives do not have to be this way. We
walk out of that garage with a brand-new perspective. We no longer walk
with our heads down, but we start to skip-walk. This is what Peter is trying to
remind us. Remember that we have a new DNA. There is the divine power of
God inside every believer.

It means that none of us can say “it is impossible for me to change”. It doesn’t
matter who we are, what our background is. Every believer has in them all
the power they need to grow. Therefore, change is not optional. Growing
is not a choice. It doesn’t matter how we’ve lived our lives for the past 20
years; the moment we receive Christ, God’s divine power is working in us
and empowers us to grow and change. Every Christian is without excuse!
At first, it seems to be very bad news, but it is also very comforting news. It
means it doesn’t matter how wicked and terrible we were, it doesn’t matter
how much pain we have endured and how many scars we have. It doesn’t
matter how deeply those bad habits have been implanted in us. God’s divine
power can heal us and radically change us. And the best part is that we
already have it in us.

Imagine a little boy wearing his father’s clothes. He is already fully clothed,
but he is still just a little boy. So, in one sense, he is already wearing his
father’s clothes, but in another sense, he will have to grow up into this new
covering until it fits him. In the same way, we are already completely covered
in Christ’s righteousness. The price that Jesus paid not only forgives us of
all our sins, but it also credits us with all his merits. So, God does not see us
in all our weaknesses, but he sees us covered in Christ’s perfection. But life
in Christ is one of growing up into this new reality until it fits us. We are not
striving to attain it. We are striving to lay hold of what is already ours. We are
growing up into it. We’ve got the power!
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